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Campus ministry neighbors come together

By Gayda Hollnagel

street from one another, Lutheran
Campus Ministry and Crossroads
Campus Ministry are joining forces
in a new location to provide outreach
to La Crosse university and college
students.

The new building, to be completed
by Thanksgiving, is on the southwest
corner of 14th and Pine streets, right in
the heart of student housing.

“It was so clear that that’s where
we need to be,” said Paul Petersen,
pastor of Lutheran Campus Ministry.
“We need to be where they live. We’re
talking 3,500 students in a two-block
radius who actually live there.”

The two ministries purchased the
site from a private developer who

After years of operating across the

Hollnagel is the supplement editor for
the La Crosse Area Synod.
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The site of the new Campus Ministry
Center (inset) is across the street from
student housing.

bought their previous properties at
17th and State streets. The two proper-
ties, which were converted from pri-
vate homes, were fine in their day, but
over the years campus life has shifted
away from the State Street area,
Petersen said.

The money from the sales went
toward the new $983.,000 building,
which is being financed through a
combination of congregational and
private donations, grants and loans.
National Lutheran Campus Ministry
Inc. provided a $100,000 grant, with
the ELCA Mission Investment Fund
lending $263,000 toward the project.

The new Campus Ministry Center
will include three levels, with space
for a coffeehouse, worship center and
outdoor patio seating on the main

level. A five-bedroom apartment in the N ewly ordained

Paul Petersen, a Lutheran campus min-
. ister for 24 years, was ordained June 25
. atEnglish Lutheran Church, La Crosse.

: Petersen, shown with his wife, Lori,

: after the service, will continue to serve

¢ Lutheran Campus Ministry in La Crosse.

lower level will generate income for
operating and maintenance costs. The
upper level will have offices for both
ministries, as well as a reception area,
kitchen and meeting space.

The center is expected to be open

seven days a week.

The ecumenical center is a good
fit for both ministries but is especially
appropriate for Crossroads, which
since its founding in 1964 has been
co-sponsored by five Protestant
denominations: United Methodist,
United Church of Christ, American
Baptist, Episcopal, and Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A)).

“It’s a good day when an ecumeni-
cal ministry, like Crossroads United
Campus Ministry, is asked to be
even more ecumenical,” said Laura
Hoglund, Crossroads pastor.

She said the two ministries have
been friends for years, sharing the
challenges and joys of serving stu-
dents while struggling with ever
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From the bishop: Together ... together

All who believed

were together. ...

Day by day, as

they spent much

time together

in the temple ...

praising God

and having the

goodwill of all the

people. And day by

day the Lord added to their number
those who were being saved (Acts
2:44-47 selected).

n June the La Crosse Area Synod

met in assembly centered on the
Spirit’s power revealed in Acts 2. We
celebrated being “Spirit Led, Spirit
Fed.” And with glad and generous
hearts we thanked our great God for
uniting us in a body that together
does more for Christ than any one of
us could do alone.

In August, the ELCA met in

Assembly in Orlando, Fla., under
the theme “Freed in Christ to Serve.”

What's your story?
Donna Berry of Peace
Lutheran Churchin
Tomah, Wis., was among
several people sharing
their faith stories during
the 2011 LaCrosse Area
Synod assembly. The
theme of the assembly,
held at Luther College,
Decorah, lowa, was
“Spirit Fed, Spirit Led.”
Berry told of several
struggles in her life,
beginning atage 8, with
the death of her father
in an accident. She said
she never would have
been able to survive all
the sorrow without God.
“He’s always there,” she
said.”He takes the bur-
den off your shoulders.”

But I kept hearing “Spirit Fed, Spirit
Led.”

The Churchwide Assembly
focused much discussion on the report
of the Living into the Future Together
(LIFT) task force and affirmed its
findings and recommendations. We
committed ourselves to return to the
basic focus of congregations being
the center of mission for the church.
Throughout I kept hearing our verses
from June: Together ...together ...the
Lord added to their number.

It is crucial to the body of Jesus
Christ that Jesus lead our congrega-
tions. As each congregation reaches
into its community, those being
reached will see Jesus lives in that
congregation. As congregations
see that their local needs as part of
regional and global needs, they will
reinvest in working together as syn-
ods, as the ELCA, as part of the great
body of Christ throughout the world.
As congregations gather together,
as Jesus is seen to live in each one,

as the Spirit empowers, inspires,
feeds and leads, we will praise God,
we will have the goodwill of all the
people, and the Lord will add to our
number those who are being saved.

Praying, praising and serving with
you,
Jim Arends, bishop

Continued from page A

tightening budgets and competing
with the many interests of students
today.

“I am excited we are boldly walk-
ing over to 14th and Pine together
because there our hospitality and
unconventional faith journeying will
outshine anything we could have done
in our own comfortable little settings
on 17th and State,” she said. “I'm par-
ticularly excited about the opening of
a coffechouse within the new building
because I have seen firsthand how a
small coffeehouse ministry widens
the circle and creates programs that
change lives.

“My former church outside of
Chicago has continued to sponsor a
very vital coffeehouse outreach called
Two-Way Street Coffeehouse. We are
just beginning, but I dream of such a
space on 14th & Pine where our com-
bined ministries create, challenge and
inspire faith for today through music-
making, edgy dialogue and a holy
presence.” []

This supplement is sponsored by
the La Crosse Area Synod, Bethany
Lutheran Homes and Raising up
Leaders.To share your stories, con-
tact: Gayda Hollnagel, N5061 Sunset
Vista Rd., Onalaska, Wl 54650; 608-
783-5131; ghollnagel@yahoo.com.
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